Melissa.

tveryone whn wanis v has y snake has, af suime time
w another, sumeune Whn 1< pphidiphobic
-ntrnid ot cnakec Tine nt the Key 1a underctane
i< that tear nnd nt cnnked i<
u tear The fimes it 1< not
irrnfinnal ¢ thace times where thare 1< 5y hncic
tar the teqr, hut the tear hnc nll
proportion 1o the inrident
FIFSL, neve, ever halittle unyung, adult y; child tor hic
m sometime, nnd
will not he changed by chiding
the potoun 1€ ntraid nt cnnkeac

ui her teare Wo all tanr
fears. vie
u Find
Fram 10 1y whn ¢ ntraid ot
1 have taund thal maost ctarted cnnkec 4y y
rocult at gy nt the avents:
Samenne chavad y <nnke into their tnre y; into
thair nHan when fhey weie very yuuny
boys ure muire 1n chave cnnkes gt qirls
w fown y girl's shirt, it rontucec g uy 10 Why
thace qirls yoww it wuimen whn hnte <nnkec
inctend nt men...)
The poraun had u 5eury (to them with
u snake euch yy gemming bitten, uw
trenk our ntter peing hitten

Their parent(s) was

Sullieulic

ntraid ot cnnkes and

drilled into them thal cnakac ey . (Pa-
rents ui nther guthority hgures by the
child wh 1erk the rhild yy, from gyen "
nantrnl with y, educator "
snake tallc that rhild that all gnu'kes

Uit swary nnd

[ nthnlit 1| hnve y triend whn keeps
vISUGiZING une 0t the saints rards che had s 0
rhild ot the yirqin mary un snnkes with
u ctatt  che doecn’t gyen what the card
Was Trying 10 purnuy, [ust that cnnkes “must” be
ovil She hne since e nronnd Sart of )

v LI ICRAIURA CRTCNIIUN £UVV VULUINL £V W. &

Lompletely irratinnn’ tent [ong puroun ! knnw he-
e ntraid ntter seeing the ® [or wus 1t u L]
mavie Heeeeee when g Kid),

1 (un, *ary 1o STON with  emall nlhinn

nnd with y preference tor o, The
si7e IS nnd it < 5y ditterent Jooking
tram ,,y Image ot u snake tht the ey 50 hocin thair
hend u; sgen In mavies gy tehlnid televicinn chaws thai
it makac 1t  litfle aacier tar the g, 50, 10 lnnk g1 1t |t
' dnn’t have enrk y cnakee gy hand, v um already hal
ding nnnther snake, * just wark with what 1 have

out what tha original

nhoid 1t

The jgusun tor
tear <10 11y 10 nddrace the e py
hit Ack them whai it 1< specifically nhoni cnakac thai
hntherc them While \,, we going through thic
siuge, let them see yuu handling the it
muve Arannd in -y gy, hands, see yuo per it ur gently
manipulate 1t us yuo hoth 1ry 10 ger mure romtartnhle
neep the whale cnake gy murt in the yc, us possible,
however, su the yisun Anesn™ ger nervous nhaid the
purts he ran't see

\oame roise fo touching <nnkec tar

reusuir: Whirk have y hacic in reglity, Addrece thnee

objections quietly and reasonably as you Try 1o tarii

their attention on the parts of the body the
snakes markings, efc.:

o They're slimy. Gently stroke the snake, asking
them to look - “ " at the section of skin yu.
are ' . Explain in @ venerri
fashion that, since snakes live in trees and on the
ground, they would get all covered with leaf litter
and dirt and bits of * * _ animal if their
skin was slimy. [Ignore for the moment frogs. ¥aur
R s " not thinking about them!]
Snake skin is therefore very dry. The scales on it
ferent snakes may be different " " J upon
1) J t the snake lives in. Some have









OPHIDIPHOBIA AND OPHIDIPHOBES

 have been at all day education events where it has
taken some people three or more hours, and several
returns to my exhibit area, before they were actual-
v nble to touch or hold a snake. I've even received
phone calls days, weeks, even months, later from
neonle who were still too ofraid at the event but who
Inter were able to build upon what they learned and
~k-arved and were thus able to bring themselves to
tueh or hold a snake, some - 2" -1t0 become
werre ww Caring snake keepers themselves.

On(e yuu have ranverted :nmenne tilsa 0 spouse nr
parent, * iy ctill tnke :nme me. however hafara
the cnnverted person 1€ trulv with o
snake wound. =4 s/he juy never sacama mara
than wst tolerant a1 ite
roof. {een *h~* n mind it yyy nra you rn
get ort ot town far woakond nr symmer  eaving tha
snake in *h~ carel

andar tha ¢camea
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